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ANNCR:  Slow  Down  and  Live!  Yes  folks.  Slow  Down  and  Live  is  the  name  of 

this  program  and  that5s  our  message  for  today0  A message  so 
important  that  we  have  invited  three  responsible  citizens  to  tell 
you  why  that  Is  good  advice 0 Our  first  guest  is  Mr„  _______ 


(GUEST) 

who  comes  to  speak  to  'you  on  behalf  of  the  Northeastern  State 
Safety  Coordinators  and  the  Governor’s  Highway  Safety  Committee  of 
Pennsylvania  (and  local  safety  council,  if  anyc)  Mr0  __________________ 


(GUEST) 

what  do  you  mean  when  you  ask  our  audience  to  slow  down  and  live? 
GUEST:  Very  seriously,  this  is  an  appeal  to  all  people  of  Pennsylvania 

and  to  all  those  guest  from  other  states  who  intend  to  use  our 
highways  during  this  vacation  season0  It  is  an  appeal  to  help  you 


save  your  own  life;  an  appeal  for  you  to  use  common  courtesy  and 


caution  on  our  highways; 
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to  keep  your  car  under  control  at  all  times.  Stated  simply,  we 
are  asking  you  to  Slow  Down  and  Live l 

This  appeal  is  being  made  simultaneously  in  ten  other  North- 
eastern states.  It  is  a campaign  which  was  init-iated  by  North- 
eastern State  Safety  Coordinators  when  they  became  alarmed  by  the 
tremendous  increase  in  traffic  accidents,  the  upward  trend  being 
almost  five  times  as  great  in  this  area  as  it  is  in  the  country  as 
a wholec  A close  look  indicated  that  a disproportionate  number  of 
fatal  traffic  accidents  occur  during  the  vacation  months  of  June, 
July  and  August.  Last  year,  for  example,  almost  1600  persons  were 
killed  and  over  100,000  injured  in  the  eleven  state  area  from  Maine 
to  Maryland.  In  Pennsylvania  alone,  bib  were  killed  and  over 
43,000  injured  during  this  three-month  period.  It  was  noted  also 
that  a large  share  of  these  accidents  were  caused  by  lack  of  speed 
control. ... .that  is,  failure  on  the  part  of  the  drivers  to  govern 
the  speed  of  their  vehicles  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
road,  the  vehicle,  weather,  traffic  and  their  own  physical  and 
mental  condition.  When  these  facts  were  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  Governors,  they  got  together  and,  on  May  28th  issued  a 
joint  proclamation  in  which  they  agreed  to  coordinate  efforts  in 
a war  upon  traffic  deaths  and  injuries.  They  called  for  strict 
control  of  highway  speeds  as  the  most  effective  step  towards  that 


objective . 
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That  is  why  I am  here  today,,  __  B to  let 

(ANNCR) 

Pennsylvania  citizens  and  visitors  know  that  we  mean  business; 
that  the  Governors*  instructions  will  be  carried  out  to  the  best 
of  our  ability;  and  to  ask  the  cooperation,  of  all  citizens  in  a 
most  praiseworthy  campaign.,  the  saving  of  lives  and  the  prevention 
of  injury  on  our  highways . 

ANNCR:  That  is  indeed  a large  order,,  but  I am  wondering* . . . . does  this 

mean  that  unusual  steps  will  be  taken  throughout  the  eleven- state 
area?  Does  it  mean,  for  example g that  you  will  intensify  the 
use  of  speed  traps? 

GUEST:  The  motorist  who  is  obeying  the  law  need  not  fear  speed  traps. 

Speed  traps  are  not  to  catch  the  unwary,  but  to  remove  the  hazard 
of  the  speeder.  Whether  he  is  speeding  deliberately  or  unthink- 
ingly is  of  no  consequence.  In  either  case  he  is  a dangerous 
operator  and  presents  a hazard  on  our  highways  and  must  be  removed. 
But  to  answer  your  question  directly s no  order  has  been  issued 
to  intensify  the  use  of  speed  traps.  We  expect  to  get  an  inten- 
sified effect  merely  by  coordinating  the  efforts  of  all  agencies, 
both  state  and  private s to  impress  upon  drivers  everywhere  the 
necessity  to  keep  his  or  her  vehicle  under  control  at  all  times. 

ANNCR:  Does  that  mean  you  are  going  to  concentrate  on  speed  alone? 

GUEST:  No 5 all  violations  are  to  be  prosecuted  with  equal  vigor.  But 

since  speed  is  such  a large  factor  in  traffic  deaths,  emphasis  is 
being  placed  upon  that  particular  phase. 
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ANNCR; 
GUEST : 


ANNCR : 


In  what  respect  is  speed  a large  factor? 

At  20  MPH,  a traffic  accident  is  not  usually  too  serious , but  at 
60  MPH  you  are  seven  times  more  likely  to  die  in  a traffic  acci- 
dent o That  isn't  theory,  that's  hard- proven  fact. 

For  a further  explanation,  let  me  review  the  history  of 
speed  control  in  Pennsylvania,,  You  may  recall,  back  in  1937, 
when  traffic  accidents  took  an  unprecedented  toll  of  over  2600 
lives  on  Pennsylvania's  highways.  Officials,  alarmed  by  this 
increase,  took  drastic  steps „ „ „ „ „ 0 or  what  seemed  like  drastic 
steps  at  that  time.  They  increased  the  speed  limit  to  50  MPH, 
decided  to  strictly  enforce  that  speed  limit  and  to  severely 
punish  the  violator  by  suspending  his  operating  privileges  for  a 
period  of  90  daysQ  The  first  year  after  this  enforcement  policy 
went  into  effect,  deaths  on  Pennsylvania's  highways  dropped  by 
nearly  600,  and  they  have  continued  to  stay  down  ever  since  then. 

The  Pennsylvania  system  of  speed  suspensions  has  often 
been  criticised  as  being  too  severe.  Our  only  reply  is  that  it 
saves  lives... .and  we  have  the  statistics  to  prove  it.  It  also 
helps  prevent  future  violations.  Our  records  indicate  that  less 
than  4%  of  violators  who  have  had  their  operating  privileges 
suspended  over  repeat  the  violation.  They  learn  their  lesson 
the  hard  way,  but  usually  they  learn  it  before  they  kill  someone. 
Let  me  get  this  straight.  Do  you  mean  that  anyone  convicted  of 
violating  the  50  MPH  speed  limit  in  Pennsylvania  will  have  his 
driver’s  license  suspended  for  90  days? 


GUEST : 


ANNCR: 


CHIEF  2 


ANNCR: 

CHIEF: 
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That  is  exactly  correct , . and  all  police 

(ANNCR) 

forces  in  Pennsylvania  have  been  requested  to  report  such 

violations  to  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety , and  have 

been  given  forms  and  instructions  for  making  such  reports. 

Well 9 that  is  a fair  warning,  but  perhaps  we  had  better  ask  the 

man  who  is  responsible  for  enforcement  of  our  laws  for  his 

opinion.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  here  is  Chief  ___________________ 

(NAME  & TITLE) 

and  I would  like  to  ask  you.  Chief,  since  you  seem  to  have  such 
an  important  part  in  this  program  of  Speed  Control,  just  how  you 
feel  about  it? 

Well,  I think  the  police  have  the  toughest  part  of  this  campaign 
to  carry  out.  But  I also  agree  that  it  is  the  most  important 
part  and  I,  as  well  as  other  police  officers  in  this  area,  will 
certainly  do  my  best  to  keep  motorists  aware  of  their  responsi- 
bilities o 

Have  you  any  specific  plans  for  a local  program? 

I have  obtained  a quantity  of  traffic  safety  pamphlets  and 
leaflets  which  I intend  to  distribute  in  this  area.  The  featured 
leaflet  is  entitled  "Slow  Down  and  Live"  which  is  the  slogan  for 
this  campaign.  I am  going  to  ask  the  managers  of  service  stations 
hotels,  motels  and  restaurants  in  this  area  to  put  these  leaflets 
in  prominent  places  where  guests  will  see  them  and  read  them.  I 
am  also  hopeful  that  business  men  in  this  area  will  donate  store 
window  space  for  displays.  There  are  several  very  simple  displays 
that  will  help  to  keep  citizens  safety  minded. 
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All  that  is  necessary  is  a display  of  facts  that  the  motorist 
should  know.  For  example,  they  could  easily  make  up  a disoiay 
to  show  that  an  accident  which  occurrs  at  60  MPH  is  the  same 
as  a driver  driving  off  a 12  story  building,  or  they  could 
show  that  at  20  MPH  it  takes  44  feet  to  come  to  a full  stop, 

whereas  at  60  MPH  it  takes  264  feet six  times  the  distance, 

although  it  is  only  three  times  the  speed.  Of  course,  leaf- 
lets explaining  all  these  facts  will  be  available  to  any 
citizen  by  calling  at  police  headquarters. 

ANNCR:  Well,  that  is  very  interesting,  but  I have  been  wondering 

whether  or  not  you  are  going  to  take  any  action  against  the 
person  who  habitually  makes  bad  passes.  It  seems  to  me  that 
he  is  almost  as  dangerous  as  the  speeder. 

CHIEF:  Well,  we  haven’t  forgotten  him.  We  also  have  another  booklet 

entitled  "Pass,  Friend"  which  is  available  to  any  person  call- 
ing at  police  headquarters  and,  incidentally,  that  is  another 
subject  that  could  be  used  very  well  for  a display. 

I wonder  how  many  persons  listening  to  this  broadcast 
have  any  idea  just  how  much  distance  it  takes  to  make  a safe 
pass  at  today’s  high  speeds?  Probably  very  few  of  you.  Just 
think  of  this:  if  you  are  traveling  50  MPH,  passing  a car 

traveling  40  MPH,  you  require  1200  feet  of  passing  distance 
in  order  to  make  that  pass  safely  and  comfortably. 
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Suprised?  Well,  just  think  of  this:  if  another  car  is 

approaching  from  the  opposite  direction  at  the  same  rate  of 
speed,  that  is  50  MPH,  you  require  2400  feet  of  passing  dis- 
tance when  you  start  to  make  that  pass.  So,  the  next  time 
you  feel  like  taking  a chance  on  a pass,  think  of  those 
figures  and  put  it  off  until  you  are  sure  you  can  be  safe. 

ANNCR:  Those  figures  certainly  are  impressive,  Chief,  but  it  seems 

to  me  that  the  law  doesn’t  require  nearly  that  much  passing 
distance , 

CHIEF:  Well,  you  certainly  are  riqht  there,  , 

(ANNCR.) 

the  law  requires  only  500  feet  of  clear  sight  distance  ahead 
before  you  are  authorized  to  make  a pass.  However,  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  this  is,  in  some  respects,  an  anti- 
quated law  since  that  sight  distance  was  set  at  a time  when 
the  speed  limit  of  Pennsylvania  was  only  40  MPH  and  of 
course  it  is  intended  to  be  a minimum  passing  distance  which 
applies  only  under  ideal  conditions . There  has  been  con- 
siderable discussion  about  raising  the  passing  distance  but 
so  far  no  legislative  action  has  been  taken. 

ANNCR:  Well,  that  was  news  to  me  and  I imagine  it  was  to  a lot  of 

other  persons  listening.  Now  another  pertinent  question. 

How  do  you  feel  about  operating  speed  traps?  Are  you  going 
to  operate  a speed  trap  in  this  area? 
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(Replies  as  local  situation  permits.  If  unadble  to  give  any 
specific  information,  use  following  statement .) 

That  is  a subject  which  I intend  to  discuss  with  the  ______ 

County  Chiefs  of  Police  Association  at  their  next  meeting, 

I hope  we  will  work  out  a program  for  this  entire  area,  and 

) 

if  we  do  operate  a speed  trap,  certainly  you  will  be  told 
about  it. 

ANNCR:  One  final  question.  Do  you  intend  to  report  violators  of 

the  speed  law  to  the  Bureau  of  Highway  Safety  for  suspension 

of  their  drivers1  license  as  was  suggested  by  Mr,  

( FIRST 

. • 

GUEST) 

CHIEF:  Yes,  certainly.  I have  issued  instructions  that  the  details 

of  all  speed  violations  will  be  copied  on  the  Bureau  of  High- 
way Safety  report  form  and  forwarded  for  their  action  against 
the  driver's  operating  privileges.  This  of  course,  is  a 
step  which  I dislike  to  take  because,  unfortunately,  some  of 
our  won  local  residents  are  bound,  through  their  own  negli- 

1 1 1 Hi  ••  ; ■ "•  ’(*'?'  '**  ft  v'  i " **;  • \ • • ' ' » ’ ’ j • I • . 1 

gence,  to  be  caught.  So  this  is  fair  warning,  if  you  are 
caught  and  you  lose  your  license,  don’t  blame  me. 

(If-  chief  is  unable  to  give  a definite  reply,  indicate  that 
he  intends  1 6 d i s cus  s ' thi  s- -sub  j ee  t with  ihedocdl  -Police 
Chiefs  Association  to  work  out  a uniform  plan  of  approach) 


ANNCR:  Does  that  apply,  tp  all  speeding  violators? 

* — *•  -■  ' E v -e,  i • •->  ' v—  ; v.-  *3  * * • r _ 

CHIEF:  Not  necessarily.  A person  violating  the  25  or  35  MPH  speed 

; L , limit  ordinarily  will  .pot.be  reported  to  Harrisburg . for  . 
license  suspension,.  (Continued  next  page) 
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But  if  there  is  reckless  driving  or  endangering  of  life  or 

property  in  connection  with  the  violation,  or  if  he  goes  in 

excess  of  50  MPH,  then  the  individual  will  definitely  be 

reported  to  Harrisburg  for  suspension  of  license, 

ANNCR:  You  mentioned  earlier  that  you  will  ask  for  the  cooperation 

of  local  citizens.  What  sort  of  response  do  you  anticipate 

CHIEF:  Well,  I have  a man  here  who  can  answer  that  question  better 

than  me.  Here  is  Mr.  . . 

(NAME  & TITLE  OF  PROMINENT  CITIZEN) 

ANNCR:  Mr.  , 1 am  going  to  change  that  question 

CITIZEN). 

slightly  and  ask  you  just  what  is  the  citizen’s  view  of 
this  campaign? 

CITIZEN:  I guess  I am  like  most  citizens  of  » 

COMMUNITY  OR  COUNTY) 

always  complaining  about  the  reckless  drivers  racing  up  and 

down  the  streets,  and  always  being  a little  bit  tolerant  of 

my  own  dangerous  habits  and  attitudes.  By  that  I mean  the 

tendency  to  speed  and  take  chances ......  usually  on  the 

ground  that  it  is  an  unusual  situation  requiring  haste;  

and  considering  the  pressure  upon  business  men  today,  haste 

often  does  seem  justified.  Perhaps  you  have  gotten  up  too 

late  or  have  a nine  o’clock  appointment  that  you  are  late 

for;  or  you’re  afraid  that  you  might  lose  a contract  or  get 

into  an  argument  with  the  wife  if  you  make  her  wait  too 

(Continued  next  page)  . 
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ANNCR : 


CITIZEN: 


ANNCR : 
CITIZEN: 


ANNCR : 


So,  to  prevent  a family  quarrel  or  to  prevent  losing  a 
contract,  you  take  a few  extra  chances  and  you  speed  a 
little  bit  faster  than  usual.  It  is  at  a time  such  as  this 
that  drivers  fail  to  weigh  that  second  or  two  of  time  sa\*c-.'! 
against  the  awful  chance  of  losing  everything  and  reaping  a a 
eternity  of  nothing. 

I take  it  then  that  you  think  greater  enforcement  is  justi- 
fied. 

Definitely  there  is  a need  for  some  kind  of  action  that  will 
constantly  remind  us  drivers  of  our  responsibility.  We  are 
only  human.  We  want  to  do  the  right  thing  but  so  often 
thoughtlessly  slide  into  bad  driving  habits.  Honest  and 
strict  enforcement  will  keep  such  persons  on  the  alert  to 
obey  the  law. 

Does  that  mean  you  approve  of  speed  traps? 

Now  you  are  putting  me  on  a spot.  I,  personally,  feel  the 

same  as  , that  the  honest  citizen  has 

(NAME  OF  FIRST  GUEST) 

nothing  to  fear  from  the  speed  trap  if  it  is  being  honest.- y 
operated  for  the  purpose  of  catching  drivers  who  are  driv- 
ing at  speeds  that  are  dangerous  and  if  it  is  not  being 
operated  solely  as  a source  of  revenue. 

I must  agree  with  you  wholeheartedly  on  that,  but  I think  we 

can  trust  the  good  judgement  of  Chief ir. 

( NAME  OF  CHIEF) 

this  matter  of  catching  the  really  dangerous  operators. 
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CITIZEN: 


ANNCR : 


CITIZEN: 


ANNCR : 


Now,  one  more  question.  What  do  you  think  of  the  90  day 
suspension  for  a speeding  violation? 

Well,  that  does  seem  severe,  especially  for  a salesman  or 

some  person  who  uses  his  license  to  make  a living.  I 

understand,  however,  that  after  a minimum  of  30  days  some 

allowance  is  often  made  by  giving  the  driver  a special 

license  permitting  him  to  operate  for  business  purposes 

only.  If  that  is  correct,  and  considering  the  facts  that 

gave  us  about  how  these  suspensions 

(NAME  OF  GUEST  #1) 

have  prevented  more  violations,  I guess  I should  not 
complain. 

And  do  you  think  the  citizens  of  _ 

(COMMUNITY  OR  COUNTY) 


should  get  behind  this  campaign? 

I do  indeed.  I personally  will  do  my  level  best  to  help 
make  this  campaign  a success,  and  I hope  that  every  resident 
of  this  area  will  join  with  us  in  this  good  cause. 

Thank  you,  gentlemen.  Folks  you  have  been  listening  to  a 
discussion  on  the  current  speed  control  campaign  being  con- 
ducted jointly  by  the  Northeastern  State  Safety  Coordinators 
the  Governor’s  Highway  Safety  Committee  of  Pennsylvania  and 
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This  is  j asking  you  to  join  in 

(ANNCR.) 

this  campaign  to  make  motorists  more  safety  conscious. 

Don’t  forget,  when  you  get  behind  the  wheel  of  that  car, 
keep  it  under  control.  Do  remember  to  "Slow  Down  and  Lr/_et  " 
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